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VSIAF President shown new site for Sekonaia to be re – located with approval from 
Kalabu land owner
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Project Complete



New dream home for Sekonaia

The Viti Spinal Injuries Association of Fiji (VSIAF) is proud to announce that it has completed the construction of a new
home at Kalabu, Nasinu for Sekonaia Kotobalavu, a recipient who has been living with spinal injury for over 14 years.

Sekonaia has been living in challenging conditions at the Wailea squatter settlement, Vatuwaqa since suffering a spinal
injury while still in Form 6 – struggling in a home that was continually threatened by flooding, with poor access to
water, sanitation and other basic services.

“The new home is the first project of its kind for the VSIAF, who have previously focused their efforts on renovations of
homes to ensure wheelchair accessibility and access to basic facilities, mobility aids and medical accessories,” said
VSIAF President Paul McGoon.

“The VSIAF wants to especially express our gratitude and appreciation to the companies, organisations and partners
who supported us at our annual Old Skool Ball fundraiser at the GPH in July – which enabled us to complete this
project – and make a real change in the life of someone like Sekonaia.”

“The cost of materials to construct Sekonaia’s house was covered by funds raised at our VSIAF Old Skool Ball,” McGoon
said.



McGoon also praised the support of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces for taking care of the labour costs by providing
their engineers to construct the house .

“For this project, VSIAF relied upon the multitude of quality partners including the military, private businesses and our
dedicated volunteers who all played a vital role in bringing the project to fruition,” McGoon said.

Sekonaia will move to the new house with his family, primarily his father and mother who have been looking after him
at their squatter settlement home in trying conditions for over 14 years.

“This is a dream come true for us, and we are deeply emotional and thankful for the incredible support of the VSIAF in
providing us with a home,” Sekonaia said.

He also thanked the landowners of Kalabu for providing him with a piece of land to build his home – saying they
would be forever grateful for the gesture.

VSIAF is a non-profit charity organization committed to improving the quality of life for people affected by spinal 
injuries. The organisation looks at ways they can best assist people living with spinal injuries and try to give them a 
quality of life that will enable them to also contribute to society.  



Recipient - Sekonaia pictured in front of his new Home


